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prestige, a false system and an unnatural commerce. It is true
that a strong Lieutenant-Governor was able to attain justice in
Champaran in the face of overwhelming opposition. But that was
really an exception due to exceptional causes. And so I feel the
Moplah revolt has come as a blessing to a system that is crum-
bling to pieces by the weight of its own enormity.
The Moplah revolt is a test for Hindus and Mussulmans. Can
Hindu friendship survive the strain put upon it? Can Mussul-
mans in the deepest recesses of their hearts approve of the conduct
of the Moplahs? Time alone can show the reality. A verbal
and forced philosophic acceptance of the inevitable is no test of
Hindu friendship. The Hindus must have the courage and the
faith to feel that they can protect their religion in spite of such
fanatical eruptions. A verbal disapproval by the Mussulmans of
Moplah madness is no test of Mussulman friendship. The Mussul-
mans must naturally feel the shame and humiliation of the Moplah
conduct about forcible conversions and looting, and they must work
away so silently and effectively that such things might become
impossible even on the part of the most fanatical among them.
My belief is that the Hindus as a body have received the Moplah
madness with equanimity and that the cultured Mussulmans are
sincerely sorry for the Moplah's perversion of the teachings of the
Prophet.
The Moplah revolt teaches another lesson, viz., that each indi-
vidual must be taught the art of self-defence. It is more a mental
state that has to [be] inculcated than that our bodies should be
trained for retaliation. Our mental training has been one of feel-
ing helpless. Bravery is not a quality of the body, it is of the
soul. I have seen cowards encased in tough muscles, and rare
courage in the frailest body. I have seen big bulky and muscular
Zulus cowering before an English lad and turning tail if they
saw a loaded revolver pointed at them. I have seen Emily Hob-
house with a paralytic body exhibiting courage of the highest order.
She was the one noble woman who kept up the drooping spirits
of brave Boer generals and equally brave Boer women. The
weakest of us physically must be taught the art of facing dangers
and giving a good account of ourselves. What was more detes-
table, the ignorant fanaticism of the Moplah brother, or the co-
wardliness of the Hindu brother who helplessly muttered the Islamic
formula or allowed his tuft of hairs to be cut or his vest to be
changed? Let me not be misunderstood. I want both the
Hindus and Mussulmans to cultivate the cool courage to die without
killing. But if one has not that courage, I want him to cultivate
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